
The ARP ReportMaker

 We’ll show the complete report maker in a couple pages (where we have a full page, without a 
chapter title), meanwhile we’ll look at the parts, beginning at the top.


 If you are working with a small 
screen, or want to conserve room on a large 
one, clicking the triangle in the upper left 
corner of the ReportMaker palette (under the 
pointer in our example at the left). will expand 
or condense the palette.


 Note: the ReportMaker will work on 
monitors as small as 15” but using a 17”,  or 
larger, monitor is much more satisfying; not 
only is there more room for the palette, but 
you can also see an entire page of US Letter, 
or International A4 paper.


 The version of the ReportMaker is 
displayed at the top center of the palette. More 
information is available by clicking on the 
copyright symbol, “©”.


 When creating Data fields, described 
shortly in this chapter, you have the option of 
creating empty fields, fields with data 

(assuming there is data on the 
screen on which you are 
working), or the names of the 
fields. Each of these options has 
some advantages.

 The advantage of 
using Data is that there is 
something to see, and you get a 
sense of the proper size for the 
field. The advantage of Field 
Names is there will always be 
something to see (unlike Data, 
which displays nothing if the 
field is empty). Another 
advantage of using Field Names 

is it can help you remember the name of the field on the source to which the template is linked. The 
disadvantage of using Field Names is that they are frequently too long to fit in a field designed for data. 

 There are sample templates, with and without data, later in this chapter.
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Clicking the 
color wheel 
icon brings 
up a small 
color palette.
Experiment. 
If you do not 
find a color 
you like, click 

the “?”; to bring up the color picker, choose any color your eyes can see. We ship the ReportMaker in 
vivid yellow to make it easier to find.. 

 The “?” on the color palette, above, 
opens the color picker. “?” on the Report-
Maker palette, left, opens Help, below:

 ReportMaker opens with disabled 
items, next page left, which are enabled as 
objects are selected, next page right.



 The Quick Start in your ReportMaker might be newer than this, be sure to check it.
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 Continuing down the palette:
 


 The File section is used for creating, 
opening, naming and saving templates.


 Clicking the New button opens the 
document creation window:


 Note: we generally leave wide, 1/4 inch margins to accommodate variances in printers.
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The Tools include: 
Top  row:

Arrow - for selecting objects.

Line - for drawing lines. Hold 
the shit key to draw vertical, horizontal and 
diagonal lines.

Rectangle - for drawing boxes.

Oval - for drawing ovals. Hold the shirt key to draw circles.

Alpha - for selecting and entering text into fields.

Second row:

Background or Foreground Color - 

Grids - vertical and horizontal. There are background grids for aligning 
objects on the template - not for adding grids to fields ovals or rectangles.

Line Size -   applies to field borders as well as lines, ovals, and 
rectangles. One way of removing borders from fields is to set the line size of the field 
to zero.

Third row:

Cut, Copy, and Paste - the traditional cut, copy, and paste
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:
 To use the drag objects, simply click on one of them and drag it onto the template.





 These four drag objects are the most 
powerful part of the ReportMaker. 


 The first is Sections.- to which the next page 
is devoted.

 The second is a label field.

 The third is a data field. We will describe the 

data field after the sections..

 The fourth is for graphic objects, logos, line art, pictures, etc. This object will reference an 
original object stored outside of the template (for instance, a company logo that is stored in one central 
place but used on company letterhead, invoices, quotes, statements, etc.). You can also put graphic 
objects onto a template by copying and pasting them. {The ReportMaker designer prefers copy/paste, 
the esteemed ReportMaker programmer prefers referencing - your choice.]
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Sections - separate the major parts of a report. New Reports have a Header, Standard, 
and Footer section, shown on this page. You do not need sections if you are creating a 
single-page report with no scrolling fields.


 Everything above the Header section line will repeat at the top of each 
page. There would be no reason to have multiple Headers in a document.

Control clicking or right clicking on any section marker brings up this popup menu:


 Standard sections are placed at the bottom of scrolling fields. These fields 
expand until all of the data in them is displayed, then the next section is called. 
Scrolling fields on the template only need to be one line tall, they will expand 
automatically. A template can have as many scrolling sections as will fit on the 
template page.


 Section lines can be moved up and down by dragging them. Their current 
position, in pixels is displayed as they are moved.


 If an object (field or graphic) straddles a section line it will be considered 
part of the section above the section line. Stated another way: if the top part of an 
object is in a section, the entire object will be considered part of that section.


 Be careful of “no-man's land”. This is the area between the top of the 
Footer and the section above. Headers and Standard sections contain the objects 
above the line, Footer sections contain objects below the line - in between is “no-
man’s land”. Report templates with no-man’s land objects print unpredictably.


 Everything below the Footer section line repeats on each page.

Labels - are used for adding unchanging text to a template
Data - these are fields that pickup information, via the Field Editor
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 To link template fields to source fields, select them from the list. The alpha bar at he the left of 
the source field list will scroll to the first field beginning with than alpha.
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 Note: if you put a page number in a footer or header it will still show the proper page - even 
though headers and footers generally stay the same from page to page.


 On the next pages are some sample templates, with empty data fields, with named data fields; 
followed by sample printouts, without data and with data; followed by a more elaborate report example.
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 For any of the Adjustments to work, 
you must select an object on the template..




 For any of the Alignments to work, 
two or more objects must be selected.
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 You can render a report any time during the  development process, so there is no reason not to 
render frequently. Note: if you are using the ReportMaker on a 15” screen (the smallest size supported) 
there is not room for a Render button at the bottom of the palette, look for it at the top of the palette.
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